CHAPTER XIX

THE PRE-WAR DRAMA IK ENGLAND

THE work of most writers is influenced by their environ-
ment or the age in which they live. This is particularly

true of dramatists who treat of social questions. It applies
hardly at all to Sir James Barrie. He seldom deals with
general problems and is completely at home in a world
of his own devising. This does not mean that he is a
pessimist who takes refuge in mysterious islands because
he cannot endure the world of actuality* Swift and
other satirists invented fabulous places in order to expose
the shortcomings of the real world, Barrie departs to a
fanciful spot, partly in order to view the real world in
truer perspective and partly because he has the secret of
dramatising day-dreams. He is not a satirist or5 if he be,
he is a very kindly one. But he is a playwright of uncanny
skill and intuition.

He was born in 1860 at Kirriemuir? the * Thrums y of
his book, and was educated at Dumfries and Edinburgh
University, He took to journalism, working for some
time on the Nottingham Post and came to London in 1885,
He became known as a writer of whimsical, humorous
stories of Scottish life and achieved fame with his romantic
novel The Little Minister^ subsequently dramatised, the
tale of a young clergyman who falls in love with a gipsy,
It was the sentimental note of this play and of The
Professor's Love Sfory^ which appealed to London audi-
ences, still baffled and upset by the early works of Bernard
Shaw or the Ibsen productions staged by J. T. Grein at
the Independent Theatre, Barrie followed these with

245